Bromelia ‘Que Sera’ by Derek Butcher
“Que Sera, Sera”, first published in 1956 is a popular song which was written by the Jay Livingston and Ray Evans songwriting team. It means ‘Whatever will be, will be’ and part of this name is surely apt for this variegated Bromelia.

This article was prompted by the publication of Bromelia ‘Aurelia’ in J Brom Soc 61(4): 196-7. 2011 where the linked species is in doubt too, only our problem goes back 85 years!

Let us look at Brom Soc Bull. 5(4): 61. 1955 where Mulford B. Foster described a new variety in the genus Bromelia as follows:

Bromelia serra var. variegata M. B. Foster var. nov. 

A var. variegata foliis albo irrideque longitudinaliter striatis differt. 

Cultivated in Orlando, Florida since 1927. M. B. Foster No. 2892 (Type in U. S. Nat'l Herbarium)

This new variety of Bromelia serra was first seen in the Dommerich Estate at Winter Park, Florida. The plant was not labelled and no one knew its name or origin. The writer procured these plants and has grown them since 1927.

It has the most striking foliage of any of the species of the genus Bromelia and can withstand extreme neglect in the xerophytic garden. When the flowers are pollinated it will later  produce its orange colored fruits but several unsuccess​ful attempts I have made to propagate it from seeds have been in vain. All of the seeds upon germination have appeared as pure albinos and have soon sloughed off from the lack of chlorophyll. Thus all propagation has been made only by stoloni​ferous offshoots.”


This was subsequently reduced to a form as follows

Bromelia serra forma variegata (M. B. Foster) M. B. Foster ex L. B. Smith, Phytologia 15: 171. 1967.

Current thinking by most botanists is that you must have ‘populations’ to even warrant forma status and clearly this variegation is not transmitted by seed so how do you create a population?
We now move to Some Cultivated Bromelias: Thorny Problems by Harry E. Luther in J. Brom. Soc. 45: 261. 1995 where we read:

“Another rather commonly grown bromelia is B. serra Grisebach and especially forma variegata (M.B. Foster) M.B. Foster ex L.B. Smith (figure 10). The picture shows a standard, green leaf B. serra, but the variegated plant (figure 11) represents another species, B. pinguin Linnaeus!

Does a real variegated Bromelia serra exist? I suspect that the form name was attached to the wrong species epithet.”
Taxonomically we still have Bromelia serra forma variegata but no Bromelia pinguin forma variegata as it has never been described and published as such. So what does a grower of this plant call it? Until now, Michael Kiehl of Michael’s Bromeliads sold this plant as a variegated B. serra and there was nothing to say he was not correct. This plant needs a proper name and what better than Bromelia ‘Que Sera’
